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Week beginning 20" September
Grateful hearts, Generous Lives: Receiving Grace with Gratitude

Opening Questions
e Children are often heard to say, ‘It's not fairl” Can you remember a time
in your childhood when you said that2 What happened? What do you
think about it now?
e What have you been most thankful for in the past week?

Getting into the text
Read Matthew 20:1-16

e Why were the workers who were hired first so disgruntled about their
paymente Why were they wrong to feel this way?2

e How do you think those who were hired last felt when they received their
payments

e What does this parable teach you about God's grace¢ How does it go
against the values we often see celebrated in our society?e



Applying the Bible to your life
e How can you guard against comparing yourself to others and feeling
jealous about the rewards and blessings they receive?

e How does God's grace towards you encourage you to live generously?

e How does Jesus' teaching that "the last will be first, and the first last"
challenge the values of today's society? How could you apply this
teaching in the life of St Philips?

Something to pray about

Paul wrote, ‘May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved
us and by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope,
encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and word.’ (2
Thessalonians 2:16-17)

e Give thanks to God for the grace he has shown you in welcoming you
into his kingdom.

e Ask him to show you how you can show the same gracious attitude
towards others, particularly those you struggle with.

e Pray for those in your community who feel that they are unfairly or
unjustly freated and for those who advocate for them.



