
 

Week beginning 27th September  

Grateful hearts, Generous Lives: Responding with Obedience 

• ‘Actions speak louder than words’ is a well-known saying. Have you 

experienced a situation where you found this to be true, either in your 

own life or in the life of a well-known person you have heard about? 

• Do you faithfully obey all the rules you come across in your daily life or 

are there some you push against? 

 

Getting into the text 
Read Matthew 21:23-32 

• Why did the religious leaders question Jesus’ authority? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• How does Jesus’ response reveal His wisdom in handling unjust criticism? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• In the parable what does the first son’s change of heart teach about 

repentance and obedience? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



• How does the second son’s failure to act, despite agreeing to do so, 

illustrate empty promises? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Which groups in the society around Jesus do you think the two sons 

represent? 

 

 

 

 

Applying the Bible to your life 
• Jesus showed complete obedience to his Father and as a result we are 

welcomed into his kingdom. How can you show your gratitude for his 

obedience in the way you live your life? 

 

 

 

 

• If you are honest, do your actions always match the faith you profess? 

What might help you and others to stay closer to God’s ways?  

 

 

 

Something to pray about 
In his letter John writes, ‘And this is love: that we walk in obedience to his 

commands’ (2 John 1:6) 

• Ask God for forgiveness for those times when you have gone your own 

way and for help and strength to obey him more fully in the coming days. 

• Pray that as a church community St Philips will show the love of Jesus in 

its actions so that others will come to know him. 

• Pray for young Christians as they go off to college and university, that 

they will stay close to Jesus and not be tempted by the distractions which 

will come their way. 


